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Welcome to the 1980's and "THE JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO
STUDIES". There are a few announcements we'd like to make before we go
any further.

As discussed at UFOCON 4, the AUSTRALIAN CO-ORDINATION SECTION OF THE
CENTRE FOI UFO STUDIES (ACOS), has changed its name to THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE
FOR UFO STUDIES (ACUFOS). With this change, the ACOS BULLETIN has been
retitled THE JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES from this issue.
The ACUFOS Journal is intended as a vehicle for the publication of researched
articles and scervices ‘available to Australian researchers by Australian
researchers, and will concentrate on the publication of original researched
paners. In this respect we seek papers of around 2000-3000 words from all
researchers. Articles should preferrably be in the form of a paper, i.e. have

short ebstract at the beginning, followed by the text, source and reference
notes. Ideally contributions should be forwarded on A4 sized paper, typed
double spaced for ease of retyping for publication.

The new "UFO RESEARCH -- AUSTRALIA ~ NEWSLETTER" to be published by
Lad Godic of UFOR(SA) Inc. will carry the more popular style articles, newsclips
forum, letters ete and as such the ACUFOS BOURNAL and the Neuwsletter will
compliment each other presenting two first class Australian publications of
slightly different orientation.

With much regret, we announce that David Seargent is withdrawing as one
of cur Co~Ordinators. David has contributed much over the past few years, but
is now turning to other activities. He will however act as consultant and
contributor. Incoming, to replace David, is Keith Basterfield of South Australia,
who along with Harry Griesberg will act as Co Co-Ordinator of the Centre.
Keith, as most of you will probably know was a past Co-Ordinator of UFOR(SA) and
is now Continental Director for Australia & New Zealand for MUFON of the USA.
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As. such, a firm link between ACUFOS and MUFON exists.

Now for two major announcements.

Firstly, ACUFOS will act as a publishing centre for all Australian researchers
who seek an avenue for publishing special projects or case reports. If you
have, for example a 20 page report on a case or a 50 page catalogue which you
wish to produce, we will offer to take your draft and produce it for you. In
this way, we hope to build up a valuable collection of Australian generated
material for world wide distribution. For further details please contact us.

Secondly, we announce the establishment of a "RESEARCH FUND" to be maintained by
ACUFQOS for the benefit of all Australian researchers. The purpose of the fund will
be two fold. One, it will be utilised to finance the publishing services mentioned
above. Two, if the fund receives enough support, we hope in the long run to be

able to accept requests for research funds for specific projects and/or
investigation costs involved in high strangeness cases where a rapid investigation
response is necessary. Donations of any amount will be accepted by ACUFOS P.0. Box
546 Gosford NSW 2250, and should be made out to ACUFOS RESEARCH FUND, and

receipts will be issued. Periodical neuws of progress of the fund will be issued

and when sufficient funds are available, applications for grants will be called for.

As you can see from this introduction, the words for 1980 are "ACTION",
"RESEARCH", "PUBLICATION", "DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION", "INCREASED
PROFESSIONALISM" and "MUTUAL SUPPORT". We've started the ball rolling, but we
need your active participation. Please support Australian Research.

Guest Editorial. by David Seargent.

The new year - and the new decade - is going to be a time of change for
Australian UFO Research. The new high standard JOURNAL and an autonomous centre
for ufo research and investigation prove that we have advanced to a stage
comparable with any other country in this field - a very commendable effort
when we look back just a few short years to all those "teething problems" of
the early 1970's and the lack of official recognition of this study.

It is to be hoped that UFO research not only becomes more serious (as it
already has become) but is also geen to become more serious (which it has npot
become - at least in the eyes of the general public who think that UFO
investigators still chase space ships and "flying saucers"). A good journal,
and sound research papers, are the best ways these goals can be accomplished.

As you nouw know, I will not be officially involved in the new CENTRE, but
let me say that I am one hundred and one percent behind the project and look
forward to seeing new blood infused into UFO research. I am sure that there
remains a great deal of potential, yet untapped, among australian researchers
and I feel that the new arrangement will be able to make full use of this.

May I take this opportunity to wish Harry and Keith, and all others
involved in this undertaking, the very best of luck and all the success possible
in clearing away this mystery. ‘

The Australian Physical Evidence Study Group (APESG) by Bill Chalker
(A _research study group affiliated with the Australian Centre for UFO Studies)

The APESG is a loosely knit group of individuals within Australia who are
interested in promoting the aims of high gquality scientific documentation and
rescarch of Physical Evidence for UFO reports.

The APESG was formed in 1979, along lines similar to the AUSTRALIAN ENTITY
STUDY GROUP (AESG = a group particularly interested in "entity" related UFO reports
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that have occured in the AUSTRALIAN region). Another specialist group, directed
towards studying Australian UFO photographic cases - the AUSTRALIAN PHOTOGRAPHIC
EVIDENCE ANALYSIS CENTRE(APEAC) - has just been formed and together, these study
groups recognise the need for providing focal points of specific research.
Through these groups, individuals interested in specific aspects of the UFO
phenomenon, can support high quality investigation, research and documentation
programmes. All three of these groups - AESG, APESG, APEAC - are affiliated

with the Australian Centre for UFO Studies, and can be contaéted through the
Centre.

The aim of the APESG is to investigate.reports where some sort of tangible
interaction with the environment is apparent.

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: ‘
Physical Traces and Effects ( ground marks etc.)
Effects On Living Things ( physical, physiological & psychological effects on
humans, flora & fauna)
Effects On Human Environment (includes vehicle effects, "EM" cases, instrumental
interactions & recordings etc)
Apparent Inertial & Gravitational Effects ( includes apparent violations of
physical laus)

EXAMPLES OF "PHYSICAL EVIDENCE":
PHYSICAL TRACES & EFFECTS: 1976 - Kettering - ca.25' scorched grass circle
after UFO landinge.
1977 - Orange - 4 imprints after UFO "landing".
1976 - Neminha - precipitate on car.
1968 - Heyfield - grass wilted at UFO landing site.
EFFECTS ON LIVING THINGSs 1963 - Willow Grove - headache & cows reacted
violently & subsequently avoided site.
1932/33 - Nambour - blisters on hands.
1969 - Childers - hairstood on end.
EFFECTS ON HUMAN ENVIRONMENT: 1972 - Murray Bridge - "EM" effect On car.
1944 - Bass Strait - planes instrument affected.
1975 - Lake Sorrell - effect on radio reception.:
APPARENT INERTIAL & GRAVITATIONAL EFFECTS: 1966 - Burkes Flat - headlight beams
' bent towards UFO.
1969 - Casino - "beam" phenomenon.
1967 - Boyup Brook - "car control"

The APESG is also very interested in receiving data on good examples of
natural phenomena producing effects similar to those viewed as '"ptysical evidence"
for UFO reports (e.g. fungus rings, ball lightning & fireball interactions
with environment, etc).

Technically qualified evaluations will be undertaken on all data receiuved, by
consultants: affiliated directly with the Australian Centre for UFO Studics

and by others, enlisted because of their expertise in particular areas pertinent
to the assessment of physical evidence.

The group will document and publish studies of such cases, with the eventual
aim of providing the UFO research community with comprehensive and authorative
data related to PHYSICAL EVIDENCE for UFOs in Australia. Copies of these
publications will be distributed to interested parties at cost and forwarded to
all member organisations of the Australian Centre for UFO Studies, free of
charge, in exchange for their co-operation in providing data.

Ypur assistance is sought in bringing our attention to any "physical evidence"
cases you may come across and investigate. Information can be directed to either
ACUFOS P.0. Box 546 Gosford NSW 2250 or APESG c/o P.0. Box 6 Lane Cove NSW 2066.
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PUBLICATIONS: Australia's first comprehensive listing of "physical trace" cases
is in preparation. Entitled "A SOURCE BOOK OF AUSTRALIAN UFO RELATED PHYSICAL
TRACE EVENTS AND OTHER RELATED SIMILAR PHENOMENA", it is being compiled by

Bill Chalker. Copies of the paper "PHYSICAL EVIDENCE FOR UFOS IN AUSTRALIA -

a preliminary study of the Physical Trace Experience in Australia" by Bill
Chalker, presented at UFOCON 4, 1979, are available from the author, c/o P.0O.
Box 6 Lane Cove NSW 2066.

The APESG will concentrate on detailed "case documents" of Australian
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE cases and as these become available they will be sent to all
member organisations of the ACUF0S, free of charge, in exchange for their
co-operation in providing material.

A periodic neuwsletter -~ "APESG UPDATE" -~ compiled by Bill Chalker, will be
circulated $o interested parties and all ACUFOS affiliated groups. It will
carry updates on APESG research activities, Australian & overseas "physical
evidence" cases, science/technology applied to "physical evidence" and literature
revicws. The neusletter will hopefully encourage dialogue on the guestion of
physical evidence for UFO reports in Australia, the results of which, of course
uill be included in it.

Imagery as a Possible Psychological Explanation for Reported Close Encounters.
with the UFO Phenomenon.

by Keith Basterfield.

Abstracts A ten year study of reported observations of UfOs shows there is a
class of currently inexplicable events which may be explainable in terms of known
psychological processes.

Introduction: The great majority of reported observations of UFOs are explainable
in cenventional terms once commonsense investigation has taken place. Aircraft,
Satellites, Weather Balloons, Clouds, the Moon, the Sun, Stars, Planets and
Mcteors have all been the cause of reports from people caught either by something
which they havn't previously observed or by an unexpected or unusual aspect

of viewing.

Ground markings reportedly associated with UFOs have been caused by fungus,
slime mould, leaf smut, animals, whirl-winds, helicopters and hoaxes.

Even photographs have fallen to the use of sophisticated computer technology
which has now eliminated all but a few of the mure than 1000 photographs known
tu have been investigated since 1947.

Radar 'evidence' has been confused by the lack of understanding that even
in this medium the human element of interpretation still comes into play and
that cther cases can be eliminated by the words "ancmalcus propagaticn".

The January 1979 New Zealand radar repurts in assvciation with two movie films
represents the point in guestiun. The New Zealand gcvernment declared the radar
targets to be due to faulty equipment and ancmaluus propagation effects. The
sccond film was said tou be Venus and doubt was cast un the initial film as
being ¢f little scientific value.

The residue left after the abuve explanation have been taken intc account
are a few phctographs which have passed computer analysis, a small group of
physical trace cases and a larger number of cluse encuunters where verbal
cestimeny is the cnly evidence available.

It is this latter gruup of reports which will be the subject of this paper.
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The events: The following examples of repurted encuunters will illustrate the
typical cvent under consideratiun.

Gum Creek, Scuth Australia (1964).

A farmer's wife lying awake at 2 a.m. nuticed a "figure" suddenly appear outside
the bedroom window, as if "a mavie screen had been unrolled". The scene seemed
very bright as if daylight and the entity was revealed in great detail because

of the unusual lighting. The male figure appeared tu be taking 'phutographs',

then advanced tcwards the window. The lady wanted toc speak tu the figure but

fueund she cuuldn't. She slipped douwn into bed and fell asleep. It was cunjectured
by her that the lighting came from an ubject above the huuse. Nuo traces were fuund.

Sandfurd, Tasmania (1978)

Awakening due tu a dog barking a woman reuse at 11.50 p.m. and looked cut cf the
winduvw. She nutiged a "doorway" uf white light cut on the rough, frunt driveway.
It was dark everyuwhere else surrcunding the "door". However through and unly
through the "douor" she cuuld see the drive as if it were lit up by daylight.
Then a gulden gluw spread frum the ducr and both went out instantly. No traces

were found.

Boyup Bruok, West Australia (1967)

A man ‘was driving alune at 9.30 p.m. doing a steady 100kph, suddenly became

aware of the approach of a lighted cbject frum the air. The car was immediately
"stopped dead" and all electrical systems ceased tc function. There was nu feeling
L f deceleratiun at all. Luuking up he reported seeing an irridescent blue cval
over the car with a tube of light extending down unte the car. After an

estimated 5 minutes, the object left and he fuund himself travelling along

at 100 kph again with all systems wurking and no feeling of acceleraticn.

His watch was later repcrtedly found to be 5 minutes slow.

Prospect, South Australia (1977)

At 1 a.m. whilst driving alone, a 19-year-vld-man claimed he was abducted from
his car and taken intu an cbject where weird entities were observed. He was
then returned tc his vehicle and found himself still travelling at speed.

An inspectiun of a large (300) sample of such clese entounters mainly
within Australia lead tu the cunclusion that most are reported toc occur in
rural or isclated lucalities, at night, mainly with wnly cne persun present,
frequently when they are driving a vehicle. There are 'peaks{ in the times of
repurts, namely 8-~10 p.m. and 2-4 a.m. The type of wbjects reported varies
tremendously, and in sume cases a humancid "figure" is described in assuciation
with the UFO. There are physically inexplicablc events described such as
"materialisatiun", cars being "taken cver" from the drivers' cuntrul and
abduction stouries of medical examinaticns.

In attempting to determine if there was a real event without rescrt to the
extra-terrestrial hypothesis or uvther mere fanciful theories, two cases caught
my attention. Details foullow.

Ivy Tanks, Suuth Australia (1973)

A lady was travelling as a passenger in a semi-trailer and decided to go to
sleep at 2 a.m. About 3 a.m. she heard a warm male voice calling her name and
telling her to luuk ovut the window. By the side of the ruvad she saw an egg-shaped
object surrcunded by a "furce field". The entire thing was alight with a white
glew which seemec tu coume from all over and inside it. She feels the cval may
have been semi-transparant. This illuminaticn was su gocd that she was at a
luss to cumpare the cclcur and gloew to anything she cculd think of. Althcugh
the viewing time was short (5 seccnds) much detail was noted. Twc figures were
visible associated with the uvbject. The "furce field" glcuw died dcecuwn in an
inexplicable manner. She wouke up feeling fresh and upon questicning the driver
feund he had seen nothing.

Frankstun, Victuria (1972)
Whilst driving home a 37 year vld housewife encountered a large silver-blue
irridescent c¢bject hovering over her car. Tuwenty twe days later a similar
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or the same object appeared uvver her car at the same location. Suddenly the car's
engine cut off and cculdn't be restarted. She tried the steering wheel, pumped
the brake and changed gear, all tc no avail. The car "controulled itself" to the
side of the road and stopped. All scund drained out cf the air and she was told
three things. The ¢ngine then started itself and she drove to a police station
and reported the incident. Latcr a mental message tuwld her tu return tou the spot.
On the way, a man "materialised" then later ""dematerialised'" inside her car.
Mceting twe other pecple at the spot she again saw this "man" then lapsed into
unconscicusness and whilst physically in the presence c¢f twc pecple who saw ncne
sf this, she described being taken inside a '"roum". There was nec visible sign

¢f illumination yet the rcom was well lit. She then reccvered in the care.

Other odd psychic events occured at arvund this time, eg. voices in her head.

She was regarded as an average, nurmal healthy persun by those who knew her-.

As will be noted from these two reports, there are items which we wculd
cunsider impussible, cars do not take uvver cuntrel of themselves and materialisaticn
is not an everyday practice. Remember though we are not talking of cranks or
crackputs here, we are speaking uf credible, reliable, healthy, average persons
who stued up to rigurous cruss examinatiunse These events are single or at most
multiple vver a period of 6 munths in an entire life time, not cunstantly
regpeatec unlike su called "contactee" claims. A court wculd have nu doubt about
the status of these peuvple as reliable witnesses.

A literature search revealed that therc are kncwn psycholugical phenomena
which are still not fully understoud (as far as a mechanism gues) which seem to
provice a pussible examination fur these events. These are hypnopumpic and
hypnagogic imagery (1).

Hypnopumpic imagery was sou named by Alfred Maury in 1848. Maury perceived
"faces" in the dark. Buth types uf imagery muost often vccur with the eyes clused
tut may also occur in a darkened environment with the eyes cpen. McKellar (1972)
reperts encountering individuals who rep.rted remarkably similar imagery which
vecured when they were fully awake.

The imagery centent is visual, or auditory in the main but may alsc include
sensation «f heat/cold, smell or tuuch. They may be reprcductiuvns of the events
«.f the day or strange, bizarrec images uf pleasing zr frightening prupourtions.
Little contrul seems tu be able to be had over their appearance, and thus a person
cuuld certainly be frightenmed by their sudden onset. Reality and images of this
kind can be readily confused. One of the most basic auditory images is that of
nearing cne's name called. You may recall instances where sleeping or dozing
waiting for a morning call to breakfast, you hear yuvur name called and uvbediently
trot into the kitchen only tc find a half couked breakfast and a puzzled chef.

Visual images range from simple (patches of culour) to intergrated and
complex scenes. Objects can be "strange" or noticed from an unusual angle with
scemetimes an unusual clarity of detail. Duratiocns range from seconds tc minutes.
Persuns experiencing these images cumment on the unusual intensity of colour and
lights msing such phrases as '"strange luminosity" and "glow c¢f the Sun".

Surveys uwhich nave been dcne have lead to speculaticn that such imagery
is experienced by all but denied by sume as sume deny having dreams. The incidence
cf imagery amongst the pupulation has been found tu range from 50--70% with events
vcecuring tu a number either nightly or regular experienced on at least half the nights.

As an example of just how "recal" these images can be, an instance quoted
by McKeller (1968) is of note. A yuung couple had a routine uf the wife getting
nreakfast ready for her husband and then seeing him off tu work. One morning
#he recalled getting cut of bed, washing, dressing, getting breakfast and then
kissing her husband goudbye. At this point she "wcke™ up, still in bed tc find
ner husband kissing her geudbye. She had been asleep in bed all the time until
that pouint.

Green and McCreery (1975) related what they called type two awakenings where
we find peuwple awakening normally to find themselves in bed. The surruundings
2t first appear nurmal but then becoume unusual or uncanny. Alternatively they
may awake immediately tou a stressed or stormy feeling. In either case they may
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experience fear, panic or an hallucinatiun or appariticnal effect. This may
also be accompanied by a seeming paralysis cf the budy ur an "out of budy" state.

To an outside ubserver the perstn would eppear asleep, lying with eyes
clused. Occasicnally type twu false awakenings are 81mply the sensation of
awakening, then really awakening.

Table 1 compares characteristics of UFO events and imagery.

I would suggest that everts such as Ivy Tanks (1973) Gum Creek (1964)
and Sandford (1978) arc imagery caused as they occured on the awake/asleep
interface where we knecw imagery occurs.

The accounts of the Boyup Brouk (1967), Prospect (1977) and Frankstun (1972)
cases centain the same basic elements and occured to perscns travelling alone
in an environment of unrelieved nature, i.c. driving along a relatively isulated
rocad where one would have the probability of being in relaxed wakefulness cn the
sleep/awake interface.

There are hundreds of such events described in the ufo literature which the
"image" hypcthesis appears tu be able to satisfactorily explain.

About 100 cases exist on record where people claim tu have been "abducted”
by aliens and subjected tu a medical examinaticn on buard a UFO. An examinaticn
of 25 cases in depth indicated strung ccrrelation with the types of event already
discussed. There arc the same basic details present, except these abductiun
events result in a mcre cenvinced reporter with seeming physiclugical and
physical traces, e.g. glazed eyes, necdle puncture marks. However, many cases
cccur where the witnesses claim tu have bcen awakened froum sleep or travelling
in a vehicle where image conditions are vptimum. :

One abduction case (Calgary, Canada, 1967) presents a further pointer tou
this hypothesis being credible. A buy on a three minute walk between two houses
along a paddock arrived home in a daze. Under hypnosis he revealed he heard a
high pitched nuise, lucked up and saw an cbject. He was taken up intu it and
medically examined. However the hypnutist beliceved that the incident was
actually a subconscicus memory recall uf an earlier appendectomy operation.

Physiclugical and physical occurrences in pecple might have a parallel with
the medicelly recognised '"hysterical ccnversion'. Hysteria is recugnised as an
illness resulting from emotiovnal cenflict and is classically manifested by
dramatic physical symptoums invulving the voluntary muscles ur the crgan of
special senses. During the proucess cf conversion uncensciovus impulses are
transmitted intu becdily symptums. The emuticnal conflict is expressed thSlCully
e.g. facial swelling, tunnel vision our shock.

Mechanisme :

Altheugh we accept imagery as cccurring we are still not certain of its-
mechanism. EEG experiments reveal that creative imagery is cunnected with the
Theta brair wave pattern and that excess theta may be evident in schizophrenics
and psychoneurotics. Victims of the fourmer can withdraw into fantasies and
hallucinativons. Much more investigaticns needs tu be perfourmed and it wculd be
premature tu-speculate on the pessible mechanism here beyound repcrting that
Fergusun (1973) describes how William Dent and assuciates uf Stanfurd University
locked at neural discharges - PGO ( pent ine-geniculc-cccipital) spikes which
occur most heavily (but nut exclusively) during paraduxical sleep. These bursts
are thcugh possible tc bring cn the intense visual imagery assuvciated with REM
(rapid eye movement) slecp.

If abnormal discharges uf this kind cccur to nurmal, healthy pecple at
other than REM sleep periuds this might pruve toc be a pussible mechanism.

If these enccunters are infact images we would need to address ovurselves
tc the guestion of why the form of imagery is metallic spaceships and centitices.
Surely imagery has been with us through the years?

Ldbking back through time we du ‘n fact find support. People experienced
"visions" and "appariticns' uwhich were repsrted in a religious context and
perhaps became the village cracle ur were held to be witches. In the middle
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ages we became afraid of elves,
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hobgoublins and fairies. A percentade of the

pupulation could be found who actually repurted seeing such creatures in

isclated spots, nuteably during

the hours of darkness. Materialisation and

dematerialisatiun c¢f entities was repcrted. A general belief in all this pervaded

all classes of pecple, with the

The 20th century brought us
Alung came aircraft, ruckets,; missiles and talk of

was seen as childish.

grass rucuts of society firmly counvinced.

a

disbelief in such heppenings, belief in them

extra-terrestrial life. Many peuple today belieus life exists cutside of the
carth. The jump frum existence tc visitation has been strongly reinforced by
science fiction films, beoks and upen discussiun cn the subject. I would suggest
that we have merely moved the ccentent of our imagery from the supernatural

tU UFDS.

NOTES: (1) The intermediate period between wake and sleecp is termed hypnagogic
and betuween sleep and awake hypnopumpic.
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TABLE 1: COMPARISON OF IMAGERY

IMAGERY

VERSUS CLOSE ENCOUNTERS.

Cluse Encounters

Occurs un the sleep/awake
interface - can occur during
GaYy.

Eyes clused, or in a darkened
envircnment usually

Little control vver the
appearance or disappearance

Vary froum simple to cumplex

Little control over the content

Unusual quality of lighting/
culcur

Healthy nurmal pecple are
percipients

Cuntent may be bizzare/unusual

Mainly wccur at night, often when driving alone
or when awcken from sleep during night, feuw
occur during daylight.

Mainly occur in a darkened environment
Occur suddenly and unexpectedly and must
cbjects move away at increadible speed.
Momentary enccunters to lunger duration abducticns
All sorts of descriptions of ubjects and aliens.
This has been said tu be a goed reason to
disbelieve the ETH

Main pouint bruught out by people reporting
encounters is the intense lighting and vivid
colours of ufus
 Normal healthy people report.

Car stops, car paces, e¢ngine failures, weird
electrical effects which do not last etc.

Seemingly impussible.




ThesSignificance .0f EarilyiSightings:
s o by John Prytz.

Erich ven Daniken et al have recently popularised the idea of using ancient
recerds, mythology and monuments to "prove" extraterrestrial intervention in
human affairs within historical and even pre-historical times. Huwever, the
very remcteness in time precludes the speculatiovns frem being anything else but.
Interesting, but unprocveable. Resistance comes obvivusly from anthropolugical
and archaeological orthoduxy, who can, and have, been able to counter all such
speculaticns with mcre traditicnal *"'duun-tu-earththecries. As far as the
Establishment of Science is cuncerned, modern evidence of extraterrestrial
visitors is cunsidered necessary to satisfy the Dcubting Thomas which is part
and parcel uf modern scientific methocdulogy. Only then w.ould extrapolation
intuv the past be plausible.

And sc it is in ufology. A spectacular sighting so recorded in historical
times (Ezekiel et _al), even up through the traditiunal mcdern beginnings of
the UFO mystery in 1947 duesn't carry as much weight in the minds uf mest as
dues a very recent, but less spectacular sighting. This is understandable, but
perhaps an unnecessary discounting, discarding and ignuring of data. My basic
premise is that it might be easier tc find the '"smoking gun' that wueuld araoue
.the case for the UFO extraterrestrial theury within older sightings than with
their modern cuunterparts.

Pre-1947 sightings have a lut guing fur them - a lgt to recummend.
Though scientific ignorance of aerial phencmena increases as one investigates
reports further and further back inte the distant past, two cther factcrs more
than cumpensate fur the fear and superstitiun that existed then, as fur example
attributing stars as being nuthing more than holes in the firmament. Even so,
it cuuld be arguec that the average human in clden times were more familiar
with natural aerial phenumena than their civilized cuunterparts teday, thcugh I
won't stress that ubservation.

The first factur relates to the range of possible misidentifiable aerial
phenomena. This has increased as une moves from ancient to modern times.
For example, priocr tu 1700, only natural aerial phenumena - clouds, rainbcus,
mock suns and sundogs, rings around the sun and mocn, spider webs, glowing
insects, meteors, Venus, mirages, other atmuspheric effects (twinkling etc.),
hallucinations and the aurura borealis and austral® -~ cuould be argued as
pussible explanations fur ancient UFO sightings. The 1700's (and later 1700's
at that ) would see the introuduction of balloons. Artificial lighting,
searchlights (on clouds) and the like wouldn't be viable till the use c¢f
electricity became commonplace. Aircraft and asscciated phenomena like coundensaticn
trails weren't pussible till the turn of the century (20th) or later, and cf
course satellites and their associated phenumena (rockets taking off, space
debris reentering the atmosphere etc.) didn't enter the picture in a large
way till WWII at best and the late 1950's for all practical purpuses. The
introduction of the hoax wouldn't enter into consideraticn until the UFO
phenomena attained wcrld-wide publicity in 1947.

Thus, even thuugh we can never get ahead of various fcrms of natural
aerial phenomena (ball lightning. St. Elmu's fire etc.) unless scmehow due
tu the intrcducticn of modern civilization, one can get ahead of the
wide diversity of man-made phenumena as pussible explanations for UFOs.
The way to do it of course is by louking at the older UFO reports. Thus, a
sighting in the 1870's, that if repcrted in the 1970's wuuld be suggestive of a
satellite crussing the sky, is basically mure solid evidence uf the existance
of sumething very strange geing on. One can quasi-plot that period uwhere
decreasing ignorance of natural acrial phenomena matches increasing possibilities
¢f man related explanaticvns to cbtain that periud that maximizes evidence for
UFOs as a unique phenumena in its own right. (Figure 1). I'd guesstimate that
time tc be within the period of the 1700's, prior tu the introduction cf the
ballvon era, yet within the era of scientific investigation as we understand it
tcday.
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The seccund reason that earlier sightings are important is that they more
truely may reflect the occurance of UFO sightings. Since 1947, UFOs have had
an aura of ridicule abcut them, which thcugh lessening, still persists.
Phrases like "it can't be therefere it ism't," " flying saucers," "take me to
your leader," '"silly-seasoun phenomena," and "little green men" testify tu the
scorn heaped upon UFOs by scientists and to scume extent the general public.
This condition did not, indeed cuculd nut, uvccur pricr to the Arnuld 1947
sighting. Peuple seeing .unusual sights and objects would be less afraid of
ridicule in reperting their experiences, cr, uf doctcoring their reports to
confurm tu their pre-existing beliefs regarding the nature of the UFO phenomena.
Beliefs which could not be held prier tc the phencmena attaining wcrld-wide
coverage in 1947. The "pouwer ¢f suggestion" influence became a factor that
must be taken intu account with the post-1847 publicity. Hence, earlier coverage
of UFO phenumena would have been much more hecnest and above-buard, relative
to tuday.
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